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2013 – 2016 ROADMAP
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WHAT WE ARE

A European association representing:

• 25 EU member associations 
(representing 1 300 companies)

• More than 5 million existing lifts
• 120 000 new lifts every year
• More than 160 000 employees
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WHAT WE WANT TO BE

• ELA is recognized by the authorities as the 
representative association & the voice of the 
lift & escalator industry in Europe.

• ELA is a major partner for the authorities, the 
industry & society to improve quality, safety, 
energy efficiency, accessibility and 
sustainable development.

• ELA is recognized by its members
(multinationals, SMEs & components 
manufacturers) as a high added value 
contributor.  
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The Case for Global 
Technical Barrier -Free Trade 

(GTBFT) 
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In the EU we have:

• The New Approach, performance-based.

• CEN Standards, prescriptive-based and 
harmonized towards EU New Approach 
Directives.

• Conformity Assessment, with Third Party 
involvement. 

=  the: “EU 3 Part Model”! 
INTERLIFT – 18th of October 2013
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Basic Model
Identify all Hazards and 

Applicable Essential Safety 

Requirement (ESR’s)

Create a Design & Technical 

Specifications by applying 

Risk Assessment 

Methodology to meet ESR’s

Design Evaluation

Approved Conformity with  

ESR’s

Apply Prescriptive Standards 

(State of the Art) to meet the 

Relevant ESR’sOR

EU Harmonized CEN Standards,

Prescriptive based 

Involvement / conformity 

assessment by Notified Body 

(NoBo) in EU

-New approach, performance based

-EU Directives (Lifts, Machinery, EMC…)

Mitigate Risks

CE Marking + EC Declaration of Conformity  

Primary Route for Risk Mitigation

Mitigate Risks

1
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New Approach (1):
• Is applicable in all EU Member States.

• Is translated through the EU directives (e.g.: Lifts 
Directive, Machinery Directive,…), including 
performance-based ESR’s(*), combined with:

� conformity assessment modules.
� the involvement of Third Party Notified Bodies.
� (EU) market-surveillance.

• Is fully legislative-based:

� EU directives transposed through National law in each   
Member State.

* ESR’s = Essential Safety Requirements
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New Approach (2)

• Promotes Technical Barrier-(free)Trade (TBT) of 
(new) goods in the EU market.

• Is transparent and also easy to apply by 
non EU-manufacturers, resulting in increased 
interest for  an “open regulated” EU-market.

• Promotes a common minimal safety level.
• Removes obstacles for innovation.
• Speeds up the introduction of new technologies. 
• Is in the interest of the consumers and the 

industry.
� Negative: has an EU limited work-field only
� Positive:   it works! 
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• Alternative and easy way to fulfil EU New 
Approach ESR’s.

• Not legislative-based.
• Gives presumption of conformity with EU ESR’s. 

(e.g.: LD, MD,…).
• Indicates: « the state of the art for safety».
• Allows easy deviation (= innovation), using a 

Third Party.      

�Negative: CEN is mainly Euro-centric oriented/designed, but … 
�Positive  : The EN 81 series are today global relevant 

as prescriptive code.

Harmonized CEN standards:
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• Is the way to prove conformity with the 
EU New Approach ESR’s by: 

– Self-certification � Notified Body is 
indirectly involved through system 
certification (ISO 9000 + LD module).

– Product certification, when deviating from 
the harmonized standards � NB directly 
involved.

� Certify once, install everywhere in the EU.
This works !

Conformity assessment:
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• Would be nice to find an EU look-alike “3 Part 
Model” all over the world. 

• Mutual recognition of tests and certification 
(Mutual Recognition Agreements/Multilateral 
Recognition Agreements) at global level are 
missing.

• MRA’s/MLA’s can only work if similar/aligned 
processes, common ESR’s and technical 
prescriptions are existing/implemented at global 
level…

Promoting Global Technical 
Barrier- Free Trade (GTBFT):
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Success Story:

The European Standard 
EN 81 has become: 

The “Global Relevant Prescriptive”
lift standard!
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• Countries outside Europe cannot formally address their 
demand by participating, commenting and voting.
� Positive footnote: CEN TC 10 established contacts 

with China, Russia, Korea, Pacific Asia Lift and          
Escalator Association,…North America.

• Standard development work is prioritized based on the 
European requests.
� Positive footnote: actual EN 81-1/2 revision is                         

strongly influenced by Non-European inputs!
• Many countries take EN 81 and make national 

modifications. Those changes create obstacles for Global 
Technical Barrier-Free Trade (GTBFT).
� Positive footnote: revised EN 81-1/2 (=new 20/50) is 

more global relevant = less need for local deviations  

Historically generated drawbacks:
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Tokyo
Beijing

Moscow

Cape Town

Brussels

New York

Sao Paulo

Singapore

Mexico

Dubai

Sydney

Elevator & Escalator
Today Code status

Legend:

EN 81-1/2
With or without national modifications

ASME A17.1

Other or any (major) standard 

JIS
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On a longer timescale, global 
relevant standards have to be 

ISO/IEC standards.
+

Successful, historically grown and 
maintained EN standards can 

remain as the future basis, 
supporting an ISO (-EN) solution! 

INTERLIFT – 18th of October 2013
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• Part 1: Global Ess. Safety Requirements 
(GESR’s)

• Part 2: Global Safety Parameters (GSP’s)

• Part 3 & 4: Global Conformity Assessment 
Procedure (GCAP)

= the “ ISO Global 3 Part Model”

The ISO 22559 series:  
“Safety requirements for lifts”:

INTERLIFT – 18th of October 2013
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Link to ISO 22559 series (part 1,2,3&4)

• The performance-based ISO 22559 series 
needs a prescriptive lift standard to set the 
safety level of a  “state of the art design”.

• A prescriptive ISO(-EN) standard fits better for 
this purpose than different national standards.

• ISO 22559 series allows “New Approach” on a 
global scale, a prescriptive ISO standard is not 
mandatory but preferred…
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Europe welcomed the world to participate in 
the revision of EN 81, which may, under the   
Vienna Agreement, end up with a Global ISO
(-EN 81) prescriptive standard.

An ISO (-EN) Global Prescriptive standard, is 
completing the “ISO Global 3 Part Model” !

INTERLIFT – 18th of October 2013
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Certify once, and install 
everywhere …that’s 

the common Lift - Industry 
GTBFT target !

In other words: 

The 1-1-1 dream: “One standard – One test – One certification.”
Quote by former ISO President Mr. Cortopassi

Mr. Cortopassi’s dream today replaced by the motto:

“Global standards used locally, worldwide”

INTERLIFT – 18th of October 2013



Status of accessibility 
in the European built 

environment  
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ELA study: 

“ACCESSIBILITY OF THE BUILT ENVIRONMENT LEGISLATION 
IN EUROPE”

More information on the ELA website: 
www:ela-aisbl.org / Accessibility (floor 0)
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